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About the Work

Hanna Havrylets’ beautiful Prayer has received significant attention in recent years, in both choral
and instrumental versions, a wonderful tribute to Havrylets’ musical legacy after her passing in
2022.

The prayer opens with a haunting soprano theme, floating above a deep bass drone. As the
piece unfolds, it calmly intensifies, swells to a climax, then gently fades. As the choir recedes into
silence, it leaves behind the soprano(s) and bass drone, as the work began.

Performance Notes

Vocal production should be resonant and full-bodied, ensuring clarity and warmth in the overall
choral tone. Measures 1-4 may be performed as a soprano solo, small ensemble, or full section.
In measures 13—-19, particular emphasis should be placed on the exchange between the soprano
and tenor sections.

A recording of Prayer is featured on Meridian’s Serenity EP
(Signum Records), with soprano soloist Grace Davidson,
conducted by Irene Messoloras.

MonuTtsy ao lNpecBAToi Boropoauui Prayer

Mpeceatasa boropoauue, Bucnyxai Hac. Holy Mother of God, hear us.

Mpecesitas boropoaunue, 6yab Ham 3aCTynHULELO. Holy Mother of God, be our intercessor.
BcecunbHoo TBOEK PYKOK AOMOMOXN HaM Help us with your almighty hand
[MepemorTu BopoOriB, WO Hananu Ha Hac. Rescue us from those who wish us harm.
IPA Guide

MpecesaTas boropoavue, BUcnyxai Hac. BcecunbHoto TBOEKD PYKOKO JOMOMOXKM Ham
[presvjataja bohoroditse, visluhaj nas] [fsesiPnoju tvojeju rukoju dopomo3r nam]
Holy Mother of God, hear us. Help us with your almighty hand
MNpeceaTtaa boropoauue, byab Ham 3acTynHULEL. [MepemorTu BopoOriB, WO Hananu Ha Hac.
[presvjataja bohoroditse, bud! nam zastupnitsgju] [peremohtr vorohiv, [tfo napall na nas]
Holy Mother of God, be our intercessor. Rescue us from those who wish us harm.

About the Composer

Hanna Havrylets (1958-2022) was a Ukrainian composer whose body of work spans several
musical genres, including choral, symphonic, chamber, and instrumental compositions. Born in
1958, she went on to study composition at the Kyiv Conservatory, where she later became a
professor. Her music often reflects a deep connection to Ukrainian heritage, while embracing
contemporary choral techniques.

Throughout her career, Havrylets earned numerous accolades, including the Shevchenko National
Prize in 1999 and the title of Merited Artist of Ukraine in 2005. Her contributions were further
recognized in 2008, when she was honored with the Order of Princess Olga.

Duration: Approx. 4:30
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Prayer
(in Ukrainian)
SATB divisi with Optional Soprano Solo

Music by
Anonymous text HANNA HAVRYLETS (1958-2022)
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* Soprano solo, small group, or all sopranos
** 1st time: Soprano and Bass, 2nd time: Soprano, Bass, and Alto, 3rd time: Soprano and Tutti Choir
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WALTON

Aritz Adarrean - Katalin (Spain)
Julen Ezkurra
SATB, unaccompanied
WW2054

Dara Dara Balgeun Dara (South Korea)
Hyun Kook
SATB divisi and Small Group, unaccompanied
WJMS1187

Die Onse Vader (South Africa)
Zander Fick
SATB divisi, unaccompanied
WW1593

Ingen Vinner Frem Til Den Evige Ro (Norway)
arr. Ola Gjeilo
SATB divisi, unaccompanied
WW2010

Jéulingel (Estonia)
Olav Ehala
SATB with Optional Solo, unaccompanied
WWwW2002

Jumalo (Latvia)
arr. Laura JEkabsone
SSAATBB with Drum

WW2031

Mang’ong’o (Kenya)
arr. Otieno R. Sylvester
SATB with Solo and Percussion
WW1810
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